
 
 
Our Youth are Confused about Truth 
 

As we examine our youth's views about morality, it is apparent that the foundations 
upon which many parents, pastors, and youth leaders attempt to build are crumbling. 
Traditional biblical concepts are eroding; a Judeo-Christian world view is being undermined. 
Most of our youth lack the most basic moral perspectives that previous generations took for 
granted. Our study shows that an alarming 57% of our churched youth cannot state an 
objective standard of truth even exists. Only 15% of them disagree with the statement: 
"What is right for one person in a given situation might not be right for another person who 
encounters the same situation." In other words, 85% of churched kids are liable to reason, 
"Just because it's wrong for you doesn't mean it's wrong for me." Their idea of the 
distinction between right and wrong is fluid, something that is subject to change, something 
that is relative and personal. 
 

Forty-five percent (45%) of our churched youth could not disagree with the 
statement, "Everything in life is negotiable." The astounding implication of that statistic is 
that almost half of our young people are unable or unwilling to recognize that some things in 
life are non-negotiable. It's unlikely, of course, that they realize the devastating effects of 
such a view, but that's part of the whole problem. Many of our youth are struggling with the 
concept of truth and how they are to apply it to their own life and experience. Our kids are 
confused about what truth is and who defines it; they are uncertain about what truths are 
absolute and what makes them absolute. And if this is true of our teenagers, you can be 
certain our younger children are just as confused. Consequently, they are making 
conditional decisions, choosing what seems to be in their best interest at the time, without 
reference to any underlying principles to guide their behavior. 
 
What is Absolute Truth? 
 

Many of our young people simply do not understand or accept absolute truth -- that 
is, that which is true for all people, for all times, for all places. Absolute truth is truth 
that is objective, universal, and constant. We all have established various family rules and 
guidelines. For example, I have established a curfew with my thirteen-year-old daughter, 
specifying what time she should be home after a football game. I have told her, "It is not 
good to stay out beyond eleven p.m." I have set a firm guideline to be followed. If she obeys 
the curfew, she is right; if she violates it, she is wrong. I want my daughter to consider it a 
hard and fast rule. And, in most cases she does. But should we consider that guideline -- to 
be home by eleven p.m. after every football game -- an absolute truth? No. It is not 
applicable to all people, at all times, in all places. Communities, states, and governments 
may create various ordinances, regulations, and laws that are to be obeyed, but they are 
not necessarily absolutes. Ordinances change, regulations expire, and some laws only 
apply in certain states. In fact, even the curfew rule for my daughter may change someday. 
An absolute truth, on the other hand, is objective, universal, and constant. If our youth are 
going to learn how to determine right from wrong, they must know what truths are absolute 
and why. They need to know what standards of behavior are right for all people, for all 
times, for all places. They need to know who determines truth -- and why. 


